
Cattle Tags: Instructions of Use 
Compatible with:

•	 Make sure that you or your operator is properly trained and competent in 
the application of ear tags. Read the Health and Safety Executive’s advice 
on the handling and housing of cattle (Agriculture Information Sheet 35).

•	 Make sure that you are using the correct applicator for the model of tag 
you are fitting. Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions.

•	 Fit in cool weather (where possible) to minimise infections.

•	 Secure the animal’s head to prevent jerking during tagging.

•	 Apply tags under hygienic conditions. The operator’s hands, the ear, the 
tag and the applicator should be clean. Disinfect as necessary using an 
appropriate solution.

•	 When fitting plastic tags make sure the tags line up correctly on the 
applicator and will lock together when correctly fitted.

•	 In the case of plastic tags ensure that both parts of the tag have the same 
number.

•	 In the case of plastic tags the female part of the tag should always be on 

the inside of the ear, this will reduce the chance of the tag snagging or 
catching on obstructions such as fences, gates and feeding troughs. The 
male part of the tag should always 
enter from the back of the ear.

•	 Check the ear after about 10 days for 
signs of damage or infection. Consult 
your veterinary surgeon as necessary.

•	 Store unused tags in a clean dry 
container

Feedback forms and advice on best tagging practice can be obtained from:

DEFRA - �https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68ad91099e1cebdd2c96a171/
cpp51_v10.0.pdf

DAERA - �https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/give-feedback-on-ear-tags-pastern-
bands-or-boluses

We manufacture tags to the highest standards however successful identification is also achieved by paying particular attention to where and 
how the tag is applied.
The following information contains general advice and industry guidance on applying tags.

MoleTag Large MoleTag Medium MoleTag Button

Place the female part under the metal 
retainer firmly into the jaw

MANUAL APPLICATION
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Please check numbers are correct before 
tagging and all tag parts bear the same 
number

Place male part of the tag into applicator pin. 
Ensure it is fully pushed back into the metal 
pin and that this part of the applicator is in its 
original condition.
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On releasing the applicators check they are 
free of the tag. It is good practice to rotate 
the tag and release any loose flesh to help 
avoid irritation and infection
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Ensure the tag is correctly aligned. The 
point of the male should align to the centre 
of the female cavity. Check by gently closing 
the applicators.

Position the applicators with the female 
part of the tag inside the ear and squeeze 
firmly together to ensure satisfactory 
locking and correct fit
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